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of worshippers. First came boys stark naked and
painted from head to foot in imitation of leopards and
tigers, whilst others guided them with reins of thin cord.
Then followed three or four strange classic figures,
wearing the head-dress which is familiar to us from the
existing representations of bacchanalian processions,
dancing in an attitude which recalled, spontaneously
and instantly, the associations of Smith's 'Dictionary
of Antiquities.' The only circumstance which was not
in common between 'Tolly's Nullah' and the Cephisus
was the censer of live charcoal which these men carried
before them, supported by wires passed through the
flesh under their armpits. Into this from time to time
they threw a powder, which produced a sudden flash,
and a most infernal smell. Behind them, his brows
crowned profusely with foliage, was led in mimic bonds
the chief personage of the company, who was supposed
to be under the direct influence of the god. All around
him, musicians were beating tomtoms and clashing tam-
bourines, like the satellites of Evius on the day when he
leapt from his car into the arms of the forsaken Ariadne ;
as he still leaps on the glowing canvas of Titian. All
was headlong license and drunken frenzy. After
struggling through the throng for a mile and a half of
dusty streets, I came to a narrow slum which descended
to the Ghat, or landing-place of Kali, which lies on the
nullah [stream] of the mythical hero Tolly [Col. Tolly
was a gentleman who owned a large house and grounds
on the banks of the stream, a historical person who
resided there in the last century, and not a mythical
personage], who perhaps was the Atys of this Oriental
Cybele. From this lane, a passage of a yard or two in
breadth opened on to a dirty court, in which stood the
sanctuary whence Calcutta derives its name, which was